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—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Bartholomew County Courthouse is the only surviving example of the Frerich
Second Emplre style in the county. It was designed by rnoted Indiana architect
Isaac Hodgson of Indianapolis and completed in 1874,

The building is an ell-shaped mall, with the intersection of its legs at the
northeast corner of Washington and Third Stree’., The extreme ends of the wings
extend behind to the south and west; the apis thus formed on the south-west contains
a’ grandstaircase. The bays at the ends of the wings are projected to form corner
pavilions, as are those at the intersection of the wings, which form the base of the
clocktower. All elements are crowned by steeply inclined mansard roofs; those of the
corner pavilions and tower additionally have roof curbs exaggerated igto mod;llionated
cornices with panelled friezework and elaborate Toof cresfing. S ' '

The redyvessed brick walls are trimmed in white limestone and- stand on a pllnth
and watertable of smooth rusticated blue limestone. This polychrome effecf is ‘used
to emphaslze openlngs and horlzontals, slnce the lines of the sills, spa els!*sash,

~ and arch imposts aTe ‘continued a8 ashlar coursing set flush Wwith the’ fhce brié ‘abd
continuous over openings. The same devi¢e is used to emphasize vertical lines on the
corner pavilions and the slightly projecting central bay of the east elevatlon, each
of which have smooth rusticated quoins and central window bays enframed by pilasters
and. variously capped with pediments or round arches with panelled spandrels. On the
main (east) elevation, the entrance is within an arcade of segmental grches let into
the yecess formed by the corner pavilions; the arches and the:Corimthian -columng
from which they -directly springy as*well as the .openidilust: ‘
constructed of limestone. The élig?htly préjecting cezrtraﬂ.i

. éxtends above the:principal cornice line and is capped:with a fla

* Dby finials. The-central window of the bay is enframed by pilasiers and volute
buttresses and surmounted by a commemorative 1nscription whos’ segmental cap—mou}d
breaks 'the pediment. ~

On the north elévation, a centrally placed entrance is beneath a distyle
Corinthian portico whose design echoes the arcade on the east facade. glrectly above
‘thé portico is a round-arched window bay whose panelled surrouﬂd matches “that of the
central bay of the east facade. e

The clocktower is the other principal féatiurs of" e exﬁerior~ if‘éitéﬁdé‘fhree
stories above the cornice line. The elevations of the fourth and fifth floor levels

~ are composed of a central elongated window bay, with a- panelled ‘apron; parrow side- .
lights separated from the bay by the enframing pilasters, and a round arch at the"
top with panelled spandrel and flanking oculi. On the sixth level each facade has
five arcaded, louvred openings for the belfry, and is surmounted by a broad
Corinthian entablature. Above this there is a broad curb at the base of the - -
vertically elongated mansard. The clockfaces above are iron framings with white
glass infill; they are mounted directly onto the roofing, witH“ ecorative surrourds.

The appearance of the roofline has been altered substantlally. In 1953 the
original slate roof was replaced with the present standing-seam copper; at that time
dormers and cresting were also removed. The wrought iron cresting has since been
reproduced with an alloy facsimile.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The‘Ba.rtholomew County Couthouse is significant because of its rare Second
Empire design, and betause of its architect, Isaac Hodgson.
o Few Second, Empire style courthouses were built in Indianaj still fewer survive.
. of ‘BheSe 'bhe Bartholomew Gounty Courthouse 4is the most elaborate, despite the loss
- of some of its rooﬂine fea.tu:r:es. Designed in 1871 by architect, Isaac Hodgson,

" tfe biilding ‘was three years in construction, and was dedicated’ in December, 1874.
One speaker-at the dedication praised the buildlng in this ways - - .
“This elegant and comodious structure affords undout®&d evidence of the

wealth, energy and public spirit of the people of Bartholomew County....
- The erectien of this bullding is an evidence of the growth and prosperity
‘_kf;.iof the county and the. giga.ntic strides it has taken for the advancement of

»eeond | e coun'l; m:thouse can oompa.re favora.bly wé.th this stnxc%tmg_ T
: The architeet, Isaac | son, was born in Ireland and came to America in 18118
~----~By~~1855 he was- practiéirﬁ"j’ate tecture in In&ianapolis. Hodgson secuted many .
govermmental contracts, deﬂghmg no less than five courthouses in Indiana, includ;ug

the Marion County Courthouse in Indianapolis, razed in 1962. Hodgson's plans for

the Bartholomew County Courthouse were drawn in 1871, the year of the Chicago fire.

The construction:of the Courthouse utilizes steel and iron framing throughout, and |
is said to have been one of the first fireproof buildings in Indiana. Hodgson was
-one-of the nine eharter members of the Indiana Chapter of the American Institute of . ‘
Architects, =~ |
: Since its comp]etwn in 1874 the structure has served as the center for po‘lvhca |
and governmenta1 act1v1t1es in Bartho]omew County. |




nMAIOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES | | . Form

3

Surhs, lee. 3Iarly Architects & Zuilders of Indiana.
Indianapoliss Indiana Historical Society, 1945,
Columbus, Indiana: A Look At Architecture. OColumbus: Vistors Center, 1574

History of 3Bartholomew County, Indiana. Chicagos Brant and Fuller, 18833, N/

The 3vening Republican, January 6, 1875 (reprint of article by Louisville Courier-
Journal correspondent, 0. O. Stealey)

FGEOGRAPHICAL DATA |
approx. 1 1/2 (67,500 sq. ft.-excludlng the one quarter of the

ublic square” which holds the ne 1)
quaDranGLE name COlumbus. P 4 " QUADRANGLE SCALE il 54686
UTM REFERENCES

alrel (Bo3ju4ad ladzdsas) sl d Ll Lo Lol lu] '

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

ZONE EASTING . NOR THING ZONE ' EASTING NORTHING

cL.IJI llll' by} 'Dlll||tltIJl[LLlllL "‘
'Illlllltl' " FLllllL[LlllllLlL(l : : ‘
|l|lL1[|L'1r """" 'H'!'fl fllfll LL[] ';‘.'-

'VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION Northeast corner of lot 31 of Original, PTat déflged by a Tine !

running from a point 10' 6" west of the west curb of Washington St.-and 11' sough of the ;
south curb of Third St., then south 152' ) then west 98' then north 39' R then west 53' » then |

.FORM PREPARED BY riaRbs ol

NAME/TITLE S el B
Cheryl L. Griff ith' Cra.ig Leonard and Cynthia Lynch, Dl_recf.of

QRGANIZATION o ‘ . o DATE o — -
_Preserve to .gn.]oy. Inc. AT e ____.iOctober 1, 19'?8 }
STREETANUMBER =~ : o .. TELEPHONE ) o
_ 5o Third Ste . . ¢ 1812) 372-2%7
CITY OR TOWN o .. n . N . . i STATE , ‘ . -
 Columbus . L __ Indiana 47201
EEJSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPE_RTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: -
NATIONAL ____ STATE_X__ LOCAL '

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

TITLE Ind1ana State H1stor1c Preservatwn Ofﬁcer' DATE

X aems mmnw. REG!STER

CHIEF OF REGISTRATION

GPO 921-803



4
P‘L
R

LR ET PR







R
].0. .

bR
-9 .iu._.'a,‘ﬁ




30&96%@& ‘W .cr. 7

vyt 'sm
Q.w.&mahlﬁqsu

)97

Fords

OFev

et

puejien

M| OYA 9

6 'UN/ OL "I I'Cl

]
ne
m~
&%
wo
cs
3F
oM
+ W
zz
2
Chey .m_
i
=
e ]
|
d
Q)
Bl
1333 ¥ .
000 0£9 Ryl —\. ”-
ey [ 1t

5€9

27

bl Tt oL

© L’

[ 39,
B NS o s i
S¥EEmmna

. mgeu___..._ ;

e I/




| COLUMBUS QUADRANGLE &
| - INDIANA—BARTHOLOMEW CO. oS°
| 25 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) £
| 595 gsolnrucurr 210640 FEET| 85°52'30"

. 593 55 R.5 E. R%S E. = “l . \_ 39015/
M _ BAKALAR AIE _FORCE_BASE
= T l |*  BARTHOLOMEW COUNTY

| | L COURTHOUSE %
\ | COLUMBUS, INDIANA {
| g

7 . -1 | ‘ § : ) “ rcesanhushene . ~ I§ i - ;343 ]

{5 630000
A FEET

3! S

ifi7s (‘\

&
]

YSTREET
STREET

Lincol

TS )
= !E: ( h g :"‘;.

1

A MAPLE o
lade | B
-
[ B

PETERSVILLE 3 Mi
GREENSBURG 24 Mi.

&l
ST
=




